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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 





MOMENTARY COGITATIONS, 
OR THE 
®OUR MAIN PILLARS OF FALSEHOOD DESTROYED BY 
SCRIPTURE, TRUTH. AND REASON, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13, 
Ill. The unalterable destination of man at death, 
The doctrine of an unalterable destination of all man- 


kind at death, has been strenuously insisted upon by the | 
as an unanswerable ob-| 





advocates of endless torments. 
jection to the doctrine of Universal Salvation through the | 
merits of God’s dear Son. 

I propose then, to show that this sentiment is nof 
acriptural, reasonable, nor true; and if it was true, that| 
it would disprove. or render abortive other articles in the 
system of those who invented it, and administer to its 
daily support. There are some I believe, however, that 
hold to a fixed destination at death, but not to the end- 
less torments of those who die unconverted ; but in the 
annihilation of them, that is, their complete extinc tion 
of being or existence at death. But if such as they call 
rich‘eous, are at death emancipated to worlds of glory, 
annihilated, then it follows that fu- 


and the wicked are 


unalterable situation of mankind at death; and I am as 


| duced in support of the point in question, are recorded 





ture judgment is a shadow end not substance, or a 
court without criminals or plaintiffs. For the righteous 
at death, are exhonerated from al! charges without trial, 
and the wicked are requited by ceasing to be, and 
therefore cannot be tried. Or if otherwise, the wieked 
precipitated by an irrevocable decree to endles: 
misery, their fate being unalterable, future judgment 
cannot effect them for the worse nor better, and would 
therefore become an unmeaning ceremony without wis- 
dom on the one hand, or profit on the other. To sirive 
to establish in the minds of people the dogma of a future 
judgement, when the unalterable cestinatiou of man at 
death, forever precludes the possibility of it, and which 
if true could be of no profit to the one that instituted it, 
nor to mankind, betrays to me either duplicity ora 
want of wisdom, and which, charity must decide. But 
still that snch errors should be interwoven with the or- 
thodoxy of the age is not altogether unaccountable, since 
they come along in the ordinary train of errors, and stand ; 
posterior to those of larger size which gave them birth. 


are 





For an unwarrantable reprehension must be leveiled up- 
on the Divine Being, to assert that he has given exist- | 
ence to countless millions of immortals, knowing that 
the miseries of their existence would so much transcend 
its happiness as that they would be endless losers’ 
by it. The truth is, that nothing short of a balance | 
ef happiness in favor of every created intellige nt, can! 
be compatible with those prominent characteristics which | 
have ever heretofore distinguished the divine Being; , 
nor can any thing short of this bear the resemblance of | 
a God, ore worthy of one. 

But whether or no, mankind can or cannot be alter-' 
ed or changed in a future world, is more directly the | 
subiect of our present inquiry, and the issue rests upon | 
the following considerations. 

Ist. Do mankind possess the same properties of mor- 
al being there that they do here, and if so, are they not 
susceptible of the same impressions? 2d. If mankind | 
are susceptible of the same or similar impressions in the | 
future as in the present life, is it compatible with the | 
character of infinite goodness to make such impressions, 
by which the change is wrought or effected? The above | 
queries seem to carry so much the nature of an axiom} 
along with them, that any thing like illustration or im-| 
provement upon them appears almost needless. 

For if man did not possess the same properties of mor- 
al nature in the future as in the present life, he would 
no longer be the same being; he, therefore, must pos- 
sess the same properties of moral nature in eternity as 
in time, and consequently susceptible of the same im- 
pressions, and capable of receiving spiritual instruction 
And so long as the deity remains 
what he now is, (and he cannot change) it cannot be 
derogatory to his character to make such impressions 





‘alteratien of mankind after death, go to disprove a fu- 


whenever the happiness of the individual and the gen- | 
eral good of mankind shall render it necessary. The, 
immutability of Jehovah combined with immortal mer-; 
cy, cannot withhold a blessing when the everlasting hap- 
piness of the receiver is dependent on it; although to | 
suspend bestowing it for a certain period may be essen- 
tial to promote the general good. Striving to limit the | 
holy one of Ixrac], men have beéh driven into a train of | 


opinions which are wholly incongruous to the divine! 
perfections, and repulsive to the sacred energies of pi- 
ous zeal, That the transition from time to eternity, 
precludes the possibility of moral progression and im- 
provement after death, is not authorized from scripture 
nor deducible from reason. | am not insensible, however, 
of those testimonies which are adduced as proof of the 


well satisfied that those testimonies do not favor such 
an opinion when rationally understood. The most com- 
mon scriptures, and perbaps the only plausible ones, ad- 


in Feel, ix. 10, and xi. 3; ** Whatsoever thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with all thy might; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whither thou goeth—and if the tree fall toward the 
south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree 
falleth, there it shall be.”? But admitting the popular 
construction of those passages true, and it would prove 
more then the author of the construction, or any chris- 
tian would wish to acknowledge. Forif by what goeth 
down to the grave was intended every part of man tem- 
poral and spiritual, (and if it does not, then it cannot 
effect the point at issue) then it proves that future life, 
future existence, future happiness, and future misery, 
with a future heaven, and future hell, are all terms with- 
out me:ning, and sounds without sense. For to tell of 
rational bemgs. possessed of life, intelligence, and sen- 
wtions, and yet without power, wisdom, device, or 
knowledge, is murdering languege and mocking good 
cense. Auid such nmezes of problematical confusion, 
Le sceptically melined, would set ut dciience the powe 
ers of hell, and prove fergetful of his once anticipated 
heaven, fur dispossessed of wiscom and knowledge, he 
could not be felicitated by the pleasures above nor in- 
jured by the fames below. Future misery would prove 
a tregic fiction, and heaven the pleasing phantom of a 
vision. ‘The reader can but see, that the popular cog- 
mes of the church on those passages, to coerce them to 
favor future endless misery, instead of favoring future 
misery or happiness, ace prompt denials of them both ; 
and proves an endless suspension of exister °° or being 
at death. For if mankind fall into the grave, and shall 
there remain as the tree that falleth, whether to the 
south or the north, then there can be no resurrection of 
the dead ; for if every specific quality of an intelligent 
being descendeth into the grave, and is afterwards rais- 
ed therefrom, then he cannot be like the tree that fal- 
eth no more to rise ; and hence to make an application 
of the text according to the popular opinion of it, we 
must deny the re urrection of the dead. We make 
these remarks to show the reader, that the construc- 
tions usually put on those passages, in order to prove no 





ture life, existence, resurrection, and happiness, by 
robbing man at death, of wisdom and knowledge; and 
consequently of any sensibility, which incapacitates 
him to receive any impressions whether of happiness or 
misery, and is therefore a point blank contradiction to 
the scripture. It is abundantly evident from the thread 





| of discourse connected with the passages under consid- 


eration, that they were not intended to prove an unal-_ 
terable destination of the human family at death, but to | 
enforce an instructive lesson of morality, and to admon- | 
ish us against dilatory and idle habits, and urges the ne- | 
cessily of practical charity, caution, and! industry. That 
Solomon Sad no idea of the spirits cescending into the 
grave, which certainly is the subject of improvement 
and progression, is manifest from this deliberate expres- 
sion, ** then shall the dust return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit unto Ged who gave it ;”” that is the body 
shall return to the grave, where there is ** no work, de- 
vice, wisdom, nor knowledge,” but the spirit of the man 
to its God and Father. It is this spirit, which I con- 





L 


tend may pass through many stages of moral progression 
and improvement. And [I shail endeavour to show that 
it is not only unscriptural but unreasonable, to believe 
that the most holy of our race, in this imperfect state of 
knowledge and refinement in which they leave this 
world, are fit members for the society of angels. To me 
it looks as much impossible for the eye of our spirit te 
gaze upon the august glories of God’s throne, in the im- 


‘perfect state in which he takes his transition into eter- 


nity, as it would be, for the natural eye to look at the 
sun at noon-day ; either would dazzle and confound the 
sight. And indeed, supposing it were even possible that 
a being thus unqualified could be emancipated, instantly 
into the presence of the God of sabaoth, and myriads of 
celestial spirits, would he not feel more embarrassed, 
and many millions times less qualified to appear there, 
than the most ignorant savage would be to take his seat 
in the most learned society? Would not astonishment 
derange his mental faculties? Or would not a sense of 
his extreme ignorance sink him into despondency ? 
What should you think of a preceptor, who should 
transfer his pupil from the A, B, C, class to the senior 
class in the college? Is it not gore reasonable and a- 
greeable to scripture, to suppose that we shall be gradu- 
ally prepared for such an astonishing scene by degrees? 
Christ informed his disciples, that in his Father’s house 
there were many mansions, probably suited to the im- 
provement made by individuals jn this stage of action, 
and suitable provision made for their farther progress in 
ihe knowledge of future scenes, and the exercises in 
which they were next to be employed. It is an ac- 
knowledged point on all hands, that our happimess de- 
pends on our reconciliation, and our reconciliation on 
our knowledge of the character and moral government 
of the Deity. Now the best of men leave this world 
extremely ignorant of either, and therefore, unless the 
Deity should furnish them with innate or intuitive knows 
ledge at death, their happiness must be extremely limit- 
ed. And unless we admit-their gradual progression in 
the science of futurity, they ever must be extremel 

limited in knowledge, in reconciliation. and in happi- 
ness. Now have we any reason to believe that the 
Deity will furnish with innate or intuitive knowledge ? 
The scriptures do not authorize such an opinion, and 
reason and experience shows us that our knowledge is 
progressively obtained, and probably will continue to 
increase, until we al) arrive to the stature of a man in 
Christ. For even our Lord was born like other child- 
ren, and gained his knowledge by degrees. And if he, 
who is our example and our head, ‘was not furnished 
with innate and intuitive knowledge, what reason have 
we to suppose that he will impart it to us? It certainly 
cannot be unreasonable to suppose, that if God can 
communicate of his spirit to our spirits in the flesh, then 
he can communicate to the same spirit out of the flesh 
just as well; dnd that he can and will do it, so long as 
he remains the same, and the happiness of his creatures 
render it necessary. 1 consider, then, that the transi- 
tion fron: time to eternity, is not, altogether, unlike the 
transfer of the student from the village school, to the 
higher seminary of the arts and sciences, Christ is the 
great teache of the human race, in eternity as well as 
time, and our entrance into eternity is an entrance also 
into a state of spiritua] instruction and improvement, 
where the good improve in knowledge, and suitable 
means are employed to reform the unreconciled. This 
I conceive is authorized from reason anc scripture, and 
shall hold myself responsible to prove it true. This 
state is called in scripture paradise, particularly as used 
by our Saviour to the malefactor on the cross. ‘* This 
day shall thou be with me in paradise.” ‘This promise 
was made on Friday evening ; and on Sunday mornin 

when he conversed with Mary, he had not been himsel 

to heaven, “ touch me not, (said he) for Lam not yet 
ascended to my Father, but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend to my Lather and to your Father, 
to my God and to your God.” It is then certain that 
our Saviour had not been into heaven from the time be 
made the promise on Friday evening, to the time he 
held his conversation with Mary on Sunday morning, 
and is therefore equally as certain that the molefactor 
had not been there with bim. So if the paradise here 
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Alluded to, was heaven, then the promise was not ful- 
filled, and the Janguage of Christ is falsified. The 
foregoing is but a mere hint in comparison with the nu- 
merous arguments which might be adduced on the sub- 


ject, but is sufficient to show the contradiction existing | g 


between an unalterable destination at death and a fu- 
ture judgmeat,; for if the former is true, there is no 
virtue and meaning in the latter, and if the latter is 
trae the former is not. 
ter death, as we have seen, is at war with reason, 
audaciously confronts the word of God, 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
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A CAUTION 
TO THRE REV. CLERGY WHO ARE IN TAFE HABIT OF 
PREACHING ETERNAL MISERY. 


Mr. Eprror,—! have long been of the opinion that 
believers in the unmercifal doctrine of future eternal 
damnation, would not be so ready to believe it, were 
they themselves to be involved in the difficulty. With 
these believers it is not J, but you that are to be dam- 
ned. Shielded then in their own view from all the 
horrors of never ending misery, they sit calmly and 
hear it, without emotion, poured upon others, or quiet- 
ly nod in sweet repose, while the preacher hurls with- 
out mercy the thunder bolts of damnation. 

I have often thought, thatif people realized these 
things, and apprehended that amid the passing storm, 
some red pointed shaft might strike them, they would 
be disposed to leave the foot of Sinai’s mount, and seek 
the pleasant vale of Canaan’s happy land. That they 
would not be disposed to support a preacher to damn 
them, whatever they might do in regard to others. 

That I have been right in my conjectures is proved 
by a circumstance which actually took place a few 
months since. A certain preacher in Massachusetts 
being earnestly engaged in attempting to refute the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, in his zeal observed 
that so far from its being true, ** he would bet his soul’s 
salvation that not more than Two out of Twetve of 
the church would be saved.” ‘This was coming too 
close home, gf aroused the church, they shook their 
heads, and after two or three church meetings dismiss- 
ed their minister. The dear man desired permissior 
to deliver a farewell discourse, bat No, they had heard 
enough. The idea that but two out of twelve of those 
who had been converted, had been baptized, become 
members of the church, had partaken at the commu- 
nion table, was too much—The chance for heaven was 
vastly too small, they could not bear it. Yet this 
ehurch had long sat quietly and heard damnation de- 
nounced upon all without their pale, called it godly 
preaching, and their minister a pious and godly man. 

These things are mentioned as a caution to ministers 
generally, who preach eternal damnation, lest by too 
great zeal they jeopardize the hopes of some of those 
who now securely rest within the pale of the church, 
and by that means lese their present settlewent. For 
it is certain that however pious and religions we may 
think it is, to believe in eternal misery, yet there are 
few of mankind who have so much piety aud religion as 
to believe that they themselves are to be cast off for- 
ever, and to be deprived of all happiness in the world 
tocome. When men arrive at that state, to believe 
themselves the heirs of eternal wretchedness, we find 
them unfitted for the performance of the social duties 
of this world, and generally j:repared to cominit acts 
of suicide, or other enormities at which the mind shud- 
ders. 

If this idea should prevail, that those who are mem- 
bers of churches may nevertheless be eternally lost, 
notwithstanding their being converted, experienced, 
and attending to al] the formularies of religion? it must 
have the bad tendency of weakening the confidence of 
people in those religions awakenings, conversions, ex- 
periences, and churches, which they have heretofore 
had, and which the clergy have so long laboured to es- 
tablish on the mind, for surely if a man may have all 
these, and be all this, and yet be lost, people will be 
led to inquire whether there is any reality in these 
things, and what is their use, their benefit, and their 

ood. 
- To attend to all which is said to constitute religion, 
and yet be told that a large portion of those who pay 
the attention required, shall yet be miserable, is truly 
discourageing, and must intime produce effects which 
the Rev. Clergy will be unwilling to meet, as it must 
destroy the foundation of their present influence and 
power, C, 





This dogma of no alteration af- | 
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} FROM THE BUFFALO (N.Y.) PATRIOT. 





THE “CAYUGA REPUBLICAN.” 
The “Cayuga Republiean” of 14th June, contains 
dreadful account of a premeditated suicide, preceded 
| by intoxication and attended with * awful profaneness.’ 
| The writer of the communication states, that ** on 
account of some domestic trials, he had for some time 
previous intimated an intention to seek a release from 


and | them, by taking his own life.”’—After thus stating the 


| cause Of this man’s unprincipled resolution to destroy 
himeelf, the writer makes the following very remarkable 
assertion, **He had drank deep into the poison of Uni- 
versalism! This seemed to desiroy all fear of a future 
retribulion, and ali the restraints of religion,” 

This appears to have been written by some clergyman 
who is convinced, (perhaps by experience) that Univer- 
salism cannot be successfully opposed by fair argumen- 
tation, and that the only possible means to check its 
now rapid progress is, to resort to detraction, 

We have often witnessed attempts to stigmatize, 
} and thereby render contemptible, the doctrine of the 
universal, impartial, eternal goodness of God; but we 





| do not recollect to have seen this doctrine directly and 


publicly branded with the soul-chilling appellation of 
** poison.”? [tis frequently argued that the doctrine 
of ‘* the restitution of all things, which God hath spok- 
en by the mouth ofall his holy prophets since the world 
began,” is of pernicious tendency : but it ought to be 
recollected, that if any doctrine is true, it oannot be 
pernicious. If Universalism cannot be fairly disproved, 
it is folly to say it is demoralizing or pernicious in its 
influence. Toshow the pernicious tendency of trath, 
must, pe impossible. If the opposers of Universalism 
can prove the sentiment false, why is it not done? If 
they cannot, why reproach it? ‘The following advice 
might be judiciously adopted, viz. ** If this counsel be 
of men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of God we 
cannot overthrow it.” Were I to instance a suicide 
where Universalism was never heard of, or where it was 
never either believed or professed, and were I to state 
that the perpetrator ‘* had drank deep into the poison 
of” partialism ! and as a consequence, had fallen into 
despair ; it would be considered unmanly and uncandid. 

A man’s conduct is not the test of the truth ef any 
opinion he may profess to believe. 

** This, (the poison of Universalism) seemed to de- 
stroy all fear of a fature retribution, and all the restraints 
of relligion.”? Now if the righteous governor of the 
world shall render a jus! retribution to all, by rendering 
** to every man according to his works,” it will not be 
necessary to prove that this will be ** fufure,” much 
less endless. 

But ** the poison of Universalism seemed to destroy al) 
restraints of religion.” Strange indeed! Universalism 
is here put in opposition to * relicion.”’—** Religion” 
then must consist in partiality! The apostle speaks of 
a ‘* wisdom from above that is without partiality and 
without hypocrisy.” But ** Universalism destroys all 
the restraints of religion!” It seems that if this writer 
should have ‘ trials en account of demestic troubles,’ or 
on some other account, he also might destroy his own 
life, were it not for the fear of endless misery! We 
entreat our brother to investigate carefully the ground 
of his obedience to God; fo assertaiu whether it be a 
willing or a forced obedience. 

Man is obligated to regard the truth. As itis **the 
will of God that al! men should be saved,” as he ** work- 
eth all things accordciug to the counsel of his own wiil,” 
as Christ died for all, and must reign till all things shall 
be reconciled unto him and then deliver up the kingdom 
to the father that God may be all in all, and as this is 
Universalism, the writer of the communication in the 
Cayuga Republican, whoever he may be, is hereby cal- 
led upon to prove Universalism false, or to acknowledge 
his assertion unfounded. 

The various discordant opinions of imperfect men 
demand the exercise of candor. Professors of christian- 
ity have disseminated ** poison” Jong enough; it is now 
time to inculcate * good will to men,’ to cherisli univer- 
sal benevolence to mankind in imitation of the example 
of Christ, in imitation of the character of the universal 
parent of existence, the Almighty ruler of the universe. 
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Mr. Epitor,—You will oblige reader of your Mag- 
azine, by presenting the public with the following re- 
quest. 

It is requested that some sincere believer in the Cal- 
vinistic doctrine of election aud reprobation, would 
hand in for your paper an exposition of 1 Tim. ii. 4, 








which asserts that ** God will have atl men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.?? What 
is wanted is an exposition of the above passage which 
the candid Calvinist honestly believes is the true mean- 
ing of the inspired author, Y. 
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TO THE REV. HENRY WARE, 

Rev, Sin.—In obedience to those commanding prin- 
ciples which you urge in justification of your letters to 
the Rey. ALEXANDER M’LeEop, D. D. of New-York, I 
have taken the liberty {o call your attention to the fol- 
lowing extract from your second letter; hoping you will 
do me the justice to believe that a fervent desire for the 
promotion of truth is the only inducement wlich could 
make me willing to give you the least trouble, or to in- 
terrupt your other necessary employments for a moment. 


EXTRACT, 

“‘ Having this firm persuasion, that ours is dhe faith 
once delivered lo the saints, we must be permitted, on 
all proper occasions, earnestly fe contend for it; espe 
cially since we find it connected with opinions upon 
other subjects, which appear to be most favourable to 
genuine Christian holiness, and the excellence of the 
gospel. I know that this is strenuously denied; and it 
is, perhaps, to be expected, that every denomination 
of believers should imagine its own peculiar sentiments 
to be of the best practical tendency, for the simple rea- 
son, that it believes them to be tru/h. The real fact 
probably is, that the most important and powerful prin- 
ciples of virtuous action are common to believers of ev- 
ery name; so that the true question to be decided be- 
tween them is, whose peculiarities of sentiment offer 
least opposition, or afford most assistance, to these fun- 
damental and universally accepted principles? If, in- 
deed, we were justly liable to the charge, with you 
brought against us in uearly the following words—**/! 
is a notorious fact, that our Socinian brethren (for so 
you were pleased to call Unitarians, but unjustly, for 
they have no right to the name) are Universaiists, who 
hold, that the wicked, and evil, and base, and profligate, 
and criminal, shall be equal partakers of the happiness 
of Heaven, with the Saints” —if this unfounded, this cru- 
el accusation, were just, then, indeed, it would be time 
for us to pause, and,reflect upon the moral tendency 
of our opinions. But I have the happiness to inform 
you, (and I doubt not that as a christian, you will re- 
joice at the removal of such a reproach from your bre- 
thren,) that it is thorouglily false ; oursentiments upon 
this head have been basely misrepresented to you, and 
it is to be regretted that you should have thought your- 
self authorized to repeat so injurious a slander. It is 
probable, indeed, that the great body of Unitarian chris- 
tians would dissent from any description which your 
church might give of the nature and degree of future 
punishment ; but when you are acquainted with them, 
you will know, thatthe doctrine of a tremendous retri- 
bution, inconceivable and indescribable, awsiting the 
wicked in a future world, is a part of their creed and of 
their preaching, no less than of your own.” 

I will now, dear sir, proceed to remark on a few par- 
ticulars in the above extract, which appear to me not 
to have been so carefully examined before writien as 
their importance requires. 

The Rey. Doctor said; “It is a notorious fact, that 
our Socinian brethren (meaning Unitarians) are Univers 
salists, who hold, that the wicked and the viie, and base, 
and profligate, and criminal shall be equal pariakers of 
the happiness of heaven, with the saints.” ‘This you 
call a “ cruel unfounded accusation.” 1 wish to inquire 
what proof there can be adduced to show that this is 
an unfounded and cruel asscriion? If Unitanans are 
10¢ Universalists, and if it be not a fact which is publi¢e 
ly known and well understood, then the Rey. Doctor 
stated an untruth of a most glaring character. It is say- 
ing little to the purpose to insinuate that the Doctorwas 
misinformed; for misinformation could never have jus- 
tified him in seying that the fact was notorious. That 
which is a fact of no/oriely is not a subject of debate 
between ministers of Jesus Christ. ‘The public are told, 
on the one hand, that Uniiarians are Universalisis, by 
the Rev. Dr. Alexander M’Leod ef New York; on. the 
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other hand, are informed, that this is an unfounded and | pect of the heavy judgments which awaited the inhabi- | 
a cruel accusation, by the Rev, Henry Ware of Boston. | tants of that abominable city, say any thing about a tre- 
And all this is said on a subject, which the Doctor says, } mendous retribution in a future world, which in nature 
is a fact which is nolorious / As to the crue//y of this} and degree exceeds all conception and defies all deserip- 
accusation, it seems that some inquiry may be useful.— | tion? Have any of the inspired apostles used any lan. 
ce on the subject of punishment which gives the 


Will you, dear sir, while you profess to be a minister of | guag 


Jesus Christ, a minister of reconciliation, deny a belief! least countenance to what you set forth as an article of 





° . ° ° . ? ‘ ° 
in the everlasting salvation of sinn¢ Does not the} the Unitarian creed ? 
hiessed Saviour inform us, that he came to seek and to} In the New Testament we ere informed, that Jesus 
That he came not to call, Christ the righteous, is the propitiation for the sins of the 


Does not the! whole world, that he gave himself a ransoim for all men, 


aave that which was lost? 
the richteous but sinners to repentance? 
great apostle of dhe Gentiles inform us, that itis a faith-; that he tasted death for every man by the grace of God. 
ful saying and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Je- But you inform us tiat the wicked are the subjcets of 
Have you, @ tremendous retribution, in a future world, which is in- 
I humbly request of 


sus came into the world to save sinners? 
dear sir, ever satisfied yourself, that divine truth is the conceivable and indescribable. 
very reverse of all this testimony, and much more to the you, dear sir, to inform me how and where the Unitari- 
same purpose? And are you prepare d, as a christian ans have obtained this article of their creed. 

minister, to prove that Jesus did net come into our world | Do not Unitarians con.plain of the Trinitarian creed. 
for the purpose of saving sinners from their sins, and of that it imposes tenets which are inconceivable to the un- 
making them to be partakers of the inheritance of the derstanding of men, and which are also incapable of be- 
Although I thus query, yet I have no ing properly and distinctly described? But here you 


eaints in light? oe 8 ; 
stures assert on this inform the public that Unitarians believe and preach a 


doubt that you believe what the scrij 
subject. But if you believe all this, do you not believe punishment in a future world, which is both inconceira- 


all the Rev. Doctor stated? He did not intimate that , ble and indescribable! Why then do you disagree with 


Lf hd . r € 2 sy helieve i . y > 
Unitarians believed in the salvation of any but sinners, | Trinitarians merely because they believe in the myste- 
and you complain that his statement is a cruel and un- | ries of a Godhead which are inconceivable and inde- 


\ since, endangered his life by tasting honey. 


founded accusation! What part of the Doctor’s state- 
ment do you mean to disavow? Do you object to the 
word equal? He said that the Unitarians believe that 
the wicked ‘will be equal partakers of the happiness 
of heaven, with the saints.”” Surely you cannot deny 
this. You believe that every sinner which is saved by 
Jesus Christ, is saved from his sins, & therefore becomes a 


scribuble? If their creed seems to contain absurdities, 
it does not, in this particular, add unmerciful horrors. 
If you can preach, on the subject of punishment in a 
future world, what is indescribable, why may not Trin- 
itarians preach, on the subject of trinity, what they can- 
not describe ? 

But this belief of an unmerciful torture hereafter is to 


saint ; and of course are all equal partakers of righteous- | tecommend the Unitarian to the soul and affections of 


ness and true holiness (which St. Paul says, is the king- 
dom of heaven) with all other saints. Where then shall 


we find proof that the Doctor's statement is unfounded | 


and cruel ? 

What I consider to be the most remarkable particu- 
lar in this extract is the following; ‘* It is probable, in- 
deed, that the great body of Unitarian christians would 
dissent from any description which your church might 
give of the nature and degree of future punishment ; 
but when you are acquainted with them, you will know, 
that the doctrine of a tremendous retribution, incon- 
ceivable and indescribable, awaiting the wicked im a fu- 
ture world; is a part of their creed and of their preach- 
ing, no less than of your own.’? What shall! say? 
How shall | utter my astonishment at the above sentence? 
After all the heart-chilling and soul-appalling horrors de- 
scribed by Calvinistic fanatacism, setting forth the un- 
merciful punishments of a future world, the Unitarians, 
the mild, the liberal, the tender hearted Unitarians come 
forward and dissent from any description which Calvin- 
ists have ever given of the nature and degree of future 
punishment. But why do they dissent? Because they 
believe in future punishment, which in nature and de- 
gree is so tremendous thatit exceeds the power of con- 
ception, and defies all the powers of description ! 

When a damsel told Peter hé was a disciple of Jesus, 
and when this was insisted on, he made an effort ‘9 say 
something which was so very perverse and wicked as to 
convince the people that he was not. When Doctor 
M’Leod said that Unitarians were Universalists, a Uni- 
tarian makes an effort to say something that is so entire- 
ly unmerciful and beyond all the horrors of the Calvin- 

tic creed and preaching, that people may be convinced 
that they are not Universalists! 

You will bear with me, dear sir, if I take the liberty, 
on a subject of this vast importance, to query most se- 
tiously, Do we read in the scriptures of divine revela- 
lation any thing of this article in the Unitarian creed? 
Did Moses, who wrote so much on the subject of the 
punishments, with which God would visit the transgres- 
sions of his people, say any thing on the subject of this 
horrible article in the Unitarian creed and preaching? 
Do we find one word of it in all the prophets? Did the 
compassionate Jesus, who wept over Jerusalem in pros- 


} the Calvinist, and when the latter shall know the form- 


er, and be satisfied that he far exceeds himself on the 
subject of future punishment, a hope seems to be enter- 

tained, that the Unitarians will be, on this account, most 

| highly esteemed ! 

| Should you think that these queries deserve your no- 
tice, any communication on the subject shall receive 
the same publicity with this, and be duly acknowledged 
by, dear sir, your fellow servant in Christ, 


HOSLA BALLOU, 
—_ + 


TO “ PHILOLOGUS.” 

Dear S1r,—1 cannot, consistently with what appears | 
to be my duty, longer delay to call on you, for an acknow- 
ledgment of a reply, which I made to your communica- 
tion which was published in the Magazine of April 15th. 
My reply was published in the next number. The im- 
portant nature of the subject of your communication, to- 
gether with the indications of an honest investigation of 
divine truth, gave strong reasons to believe, that, as you 
requested to be answered, so you would most surely have 
the cander to acknowledge the receipt of it ; andto state 
the light in which you should viewit. But to what cause 
shall | refer your total neglect? I am loth to believe 
that you are one of those, who when convinced, will not 
acknowledge it. A hope is entertained that you will 
without delay, return such remarks relative to my reply, 
as honest truth may dictate to your conscience. 

Your’s with due respect, EDITOR. 





————— OU 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY: 


A Committee of the Legislature of the State of Maine 
appointed to report on the situation of certain Banks, 
have reported, as their opinion, that the Hallowe) and 
Augusta Bank will require a year to settle its concerns 
to advantage, and would then be able to discharge al] 
its cebts ; and respecting the Wiscasset Bank, the Com- 
mitte find a deficiency of 12,000 dollars ; but that the 
President stated that by a year’s indulgence he thought 
the proceeds of its property would equa) the amount of 
its debts. They had not visited the Castine Bank. . 


The wheat harvest has been superabundant in Vir- 
ginia, &c. New Wheat has been sold for 82 cents a 





Cavtion,—A gentleman in Providence a few days 
A part of 
the body and the envenomed sting of a bee were taken 
into his throat. and he suffered excrneiating pain til] they 
were extracted ; bis throat was highly inflamed. 


Considerable damage has been done by lightning this 
season, particularly inthe Middle States, and at the 
Westward. Numerous buildings and cattle have fallen 
a prey to the subtle fluid, and in some instances, it has 
been attended with the loss of human lives. 


Capt. Joseph March, recently from New Hampshire, 
was murdered at St. Louis, M. T. on the 15th June, 
by a Samuel Williams, in revenge for alleged injuries of 
a pecuniary nature. Williams, (said to be from this 
State) afterwards committed suicide. 


Harry Bashfield, of Philadelphia, seeing a child of 
about eight years old, who had oA into the water, 
and sunk, plunged into it with his clothes on, and res- 
cued the child from impending death. 


A Coroner’s Inquest was called on the 22d inst. to 
view the body of a boy, about 8 years old, found op 
Thompson’s Island, in the town cf Dorchester; the 
Jory returned a verdict of accidental death by drown- 
ing. 
wen nite — 

MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Daniel Messinger, jr. to Miss Mary 
Ann Sinith. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Thomas Waite to Mrs. 
Sarah ‘Tower.—Mr. William M. H. Copéland to Miss 
Harriot Lovett, of Beverly. 

In Charlestown, by Rev. Mr. Turner, Mr. James G. 
Roulstone, of Worcester, to Miss Martha Teel. 

















DIED, 

In this town, Miss Caroline. Chadwick, aged 17.— 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ayers, 60.—Miss Mary Neil, 10.—Mr. 
George H. Lakin, 19-—Master James Brooks 11.— 
Miss Fanny Barnes.— Master Daniel Litchfield, 5.—Mr. 
Christopber Courtney, 56.—Mrs,. Jane Brooks, 48.— 
Heury, son of J, Barnard.—Miss Maria E. Lastrom,15. 
—Mrs Ann Allen, 82.—Mrs. Elizabeth Pallies, 44. 

In Charlestown, on Friday, 21st inst. Mrs. ReBEcca 
HApLEY, wife of Mr. Isaac Hadley, aged 23 years.— 
Possessing a sweet and an engaging disposition, she en- 
deared herself to all who knew her. Her sickness was 
of a kind which did not bring on a very speedy disso~ 
lution ; therefore, she had time coolly to reflect upon 
her end, which she did with composure and resignation. 
Trusting in God as her only support, she waited for 
her approaching destiny with firmness ; and during her 
whole sickness, her actions seemed to express, ‘* Thy 
will be done, O Lord.”> What makes this circumstance 
“still more distressing, is the consideration, that but a 
few months have passed away, since this amiable young 
woman was bound by the ties of matrimony. 

‘** How short and hasty is our life! 
‘* Our days, how swift they fly !” 

May this dispensation of Providence remind us all 
of the uncertainty of life—may it serve to prepare us 
for death, that when we are called to part with teres- 
trial objects, we each may feel to say as she did, ** Thy 
will be done, O Lord.” 


Spirit of Sympathy, awake, touch feeling hearts, 
Let strangers weep, for Virtue mourns a friend ; 
Exert thy power t’ assuage those killing smarts 
Which pierce the soul—O do thine aid extend. 


Console the weeping friends, dry up their tears, 
Teach them submission to Jehovah’s throne, 

Direct their thoughts to those celestial spheres, 
To which their much esteem’d Rebecca’s gone. 


O earthly mansion! this thy treasure take, 
In thy damp bosom let it still be blest, 
May no uphallowed footstep dare to break . 
The deathless stillness of eternal rest. . 


On fancy’s restless pinions we will- soar, . 
And o’er the sun-burnt surface often roam— 
Think of the happy hours weve passed before, 
And wet with tears th’ externals of her home, 


On loftier feelings then above we’ll rise, - 
And look through vistas into worlds above ; 
Anticipate what blesses not our eyes, 

And join the song to praise redeeming love. 


Celestial Spirit, now a last adieu; : 

In heaven rest; no pain nor sickness there’ 
Can mar thy joys ; but wasteless ages through, 
Thou wilt repose, in mansious ever fair. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


AN ALARM. 
Catvinism, Calvinism, have your heard of the scism, 
Common sense and carnal reason are making? 
These assuming intruders, these worst of deluders 
Religion’s foundation are shaking ! 


Heresy O, heresy O, carnal reason and co 
Are bringing, like a mist o’er the sun! 

I give you the hint, some people e’en think 
One and two are two more than one! 


Rev. priests, Rev. priests, no more of your feasts ; 
*Tis a day for prayer, and for fasting ; 

Some lambs of your fold, if rightly I’m told, 
Think there’s mercy for ALL everlasting ! 


O, orthodox, O, orthodox, do you know all the plots, 
Your foes, the scriptures and reason, are Jaying, 
Light and truth to spread wide, and you set aside ? 
Even respect for your name is decaying! 


Pharisees proud, Pharisees proud, don’t mixt with the 
Stand aloof and disfigure your faces ; [crowd ; 
More pains you should take to support the mistake, 
That pride and conceit are sanctified graces. 


Close communion, close communion, stand fast to your 
As from temptation, from charity fly ; [union ; 
Let brotherly love, like Noah’s wandering dove, 
Ne’er have a spot for ber foot, meet her eye. B. 


oto 


YOR THE MAGAZINE, 
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UNIVERSAL PRAISE. 


ExaavstieEss source of light, life, grace, and love, 
Ineffable in goodness, wisdom, power ; 
Before whom angels bow, archangels fall ; 
Or strike the notes, symphonious to thy praise, 
On golden barps immortal! Ye heavens, 
Reverberate the sound, your God adore! 
Bear it, thro’ all your coasts, ye ministers 
Of light, the universe around ; until 
Stars and spheres revolving, catch the hallow’d 
Fire, and flame his praise ! ‘Pall trees, and forests, 
‘Ip your majestic splendour, plaudits wave! 
Ye feather’d songsters, in your numerous choir, 
Bear thro’ the trackless air, on wings, his praise. 
And lowing herds, that crop the verdant glade ; 
Fishes of ev’ry kind, that cleave the seas, 
Join in the strain. Nor let the rocks be deaf! 
Nor mountains mute! nor silent hills, nor dales! 
With voices join’d, incessantly these cry, 
Praise ! Universal praise to Thee! nature’s 
Eternal Parent! infinitely good !— 
Shail man, alone endow’d with reason’s powers, 
And voice articulate, lord of creation 
Here, amidst the general song be mute ? 
For whom, in foilage gay the fields are clad, 
Tall cedars rise, empyreal oaks expand, 
Flocks bleat, herds Jow, dependent on his care ; 
And nature yields prolific stores of grain ; 
While tributary streams, and oceans flow, 
Bearing the same unto their master’s door— 
True to their task! Forbid it nature’s God ! 
Now, strike a loftier strain! redeeming love, 
Be thou my theme! Ye blood wash’d millions loud 
Procjaim his praise, who came your souls to save, 
On Caty’Ry’s Mornt, behold the bleeding lamb! 
There stand th’ ensanguin’d cross, dy’d in 
Immanuel’s blood ! The purple current dows, 
Profusely from the gaping wounds ; earth to 
Her centre shakes ; rocks rend, tombs open, saints 
Arise ; the sun puts on his mourning garb, 
And shuns the shocking sight—for lo, He dies !— 
The Saviour dies! Hell trembles in her wide 
Dowain. Satan receives the wound ; ling’ring 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





: Beneath the fatal blow expires. Sin has 

An end, that mortal foe to human peace. 

Where that fell fiend once reign’d, grave triumphs now. 

Now where’s thy vict’ry grave,where death’s thy sting: 

Such grace demands ah universal song. 

Ye vig’rous souls, flush’d with immorta] bloom, 

Swell high his praise, who sent his Son to save. 

Now see the empyreal Salem rise! and hark! 

What sounds celestial meet the raptur’d ear! 

Her jasper walls, transparent sea of glass, 

River of life, and trees salubrious leaves, 

Heighten the scene, and loud respond the praise ! 

But the redeem’d shall sing, who here return 

With songs, and ‘lasting joys upon their heads— 

Praises to Him, who wash’d us from our sins, 

In his own blood, and made us priests to God. 

Myriads unumber’d join, to hymn his praise, 

Of ev’ry nation, kindred, people, tongue. 

Now all in heaven above, in earth beneath, 

And in the seas, and all that are in them, 

Ascribe praise, honour, glory, blessing, power, 

To Him upon the throne, and to the lamb. 

The end is come ; all rule, authority, 

And power put down; forth steps the eternal Son— 

Immortal wreaths of vict’ry *twine his brow ; 

Presents the kingdom to his Father, God— 

Who reigns, supremely reigns! ALL AND IN ALL! 
He*e*, 
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RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION BETWEEN A FATHER ANB 
50N. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8. 


Father. I perceive. my son, that I have long enough 
delayed to commune with you on the great and inter- 
esting subject of religion. I find your mind has already 
commenced its Jabours and trials to support the burden 
which the erring wisdom of this world has imposed. I 
have experienced, in my youth, the same sensations 
which you indicate have exercised your own mind; 
and as I have obtained a deliverance from those moral 
incumbrances, | deem it to be my duty to assist you 
all in my power, to a more honourable sentiment con- 
cerning the divine Being, than that which is generally 
given him from the pulpit, and also to acknowledge of 
yourself, and of moral nature, which may serve to stim- 
ulate your mind to acquire those intellectual attain- 
ments which our heavenly Father has treasured up for 
his moral offspring. There are two errors, which | find 
generally held by our christian clergy, which have, in 
some degree perplexed your mind, and have operated 
unfavourably, tending to repe] your thoughts, and to 
drive them from the coutemplation of divine things. 1 
say {wo errors; there are many of the same character 
and tendency, but there are two which are suggested 
by what you have stated, concerning the exercises of 
your mind, occasioned by what you have heard our 
minister hold forth in public, The first which I will 
name, is the opinion that our natural state is evil in 
the sight of our Maker. ‘This sentiment lies at the 
foundation of an immense superstructure of error, and 
gives rise to all the unreasonable things which are said 
concerning our deplorable state by nature. This sen- 
timent is most dishonourable to God, as it maintains 
the absurd notion, that he, by a miraculous exertion of 
his own mysterious and divine power, and by his own 
sovereign act, conveyed a moral taint, a sinful vice, 
through the medium of Adami’s sin, to all his posterity. 
This totally unaccountable sentiment has obtained such 
universal assent, that it is even now by many thought 
to be rank infidelity to argue against it. 

Son. lam glad, deer father, to hear you speak so 
freely against a sentiment which has long appeared to 
me to be entirely contrary to reason and justice I 
have many times greatly marvelled, that a being of in- 
finite wisdom and goodness should, by a sovereign act 
of his, constitute the whole human race absolutely sin- 
ful, merely because Adam, who is said to have been 
the first man on earth, committed one single cffence. 
But I have heard this opinion held up so much by our 
minister, and have read it in christian works, that I 
could hardly doubt but it was an essential article of 
the christian faith. recollect perfectly that it is con- 
iained in what is called the shorter catechism, which, 


often read it at school, where most of children are 
taught it, more particularly than they are the scriptures 
themselves. I recollect the following question and an- 
swer: ** Q.. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first trans- 
gression. 4. The covenant being made with Adam, 
not only for himself, but for his posterity, all mankind 
descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in 
him, and fell with him in his first trangression..?>. And 
what has shocked my mind more than any thing else, 
is what our divines have taught us to believe in as the 
consequences of man’s fall. It is thus laid down in the 
catechism: ** Q. Into what state did the fall bring man- 
kind ? 4. The fall brought mankind into a state of sin and 
misery. @. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that state 
whereinto man fell? 4. The sinfulness of that state 
whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam’s first 
sin, the want of original righteousness, and the corrup- 
tion of his whole nature, which is commonly called orig- 
inal sin, together with ail actual transgressions which 
proceed from it. @Q. What is the misery of that state 
whereinto man fell? 4. All mankind by the fall lost 
communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, 
and so made liable to all the miseries of this life, to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell forever.” 

Now what has shocked my mind is, the following— 
That one sin committed by one man, should constitute 
all the then unborn millions of the human race sinners 
of such a magnitude as to subject them to God’s wrath 
and curse, not only in this morta] state, but hereafter 
forever in the pains of bell! 

TO BE CONTINUED. 





SOUND DOCTRINF., 


The following quotatien from the 89th Psalm, altho? 
it contradicts the fashionable religion of the day. and 
gives the lie direct, to our sticklers for endless misery, 
who pronounce the words fire and brimstone, hell and 
damnation, ten times, where they speak the word sal- 
rafion once; still we think the doctrine contained in 
this Psalm, of more consequence, and of greater valid- 
ity, and entitled to greater credit, than the assevera- 
tions of all the divines, from the creation of the world, 
to the presentday. ‘“* J well sing of the mercies of ihe 
Lord for ever ; with my mouth will I make known thy 
faithfulness to all generations. For I hare said, mercy 
shail be builf up for ever ; thy faithfulness shalt thou 
establish in the very heavens.” And again, specking 
of transgression :—** Tf his children forsake my lew, 
and walk not in my judgements. If they break ay 
statutes, and keep not my commandments ; then wilil 
visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniguily 
with stripes. Nevertheless, my loving kindness will I 
not ullerly lake from him, nor suffer my faithfulness lo 
fail.” Reader, what kind of reception would a prea- 
cher be greeted with, who should presume to preach 
this merciful doctrine in the pulpits at thisday? What! 
forsake the law of God, depart from his judgments, 
break his statutes, not keep his commandments, and 
notwithstanding all this, be saved? Shocking! Why 
the prophet might as well have preached that licentious 
doctrine of Universal Salvation at once. We think so 
too. And more,—if there is any criminality attached 
to the preaching of the doctrine of the unconditional 
salyation of all men, we think that not only David is 
guilty, but all the prophets and apostles, and even, 
but with reverence be it spoken, the Creator himself. 

[M. York Gospel Herald. 
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A. QUESTION FOR CALVINISTS. 

Patt in 2Cor. iv. 19, declares, ** That God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imput- 
ing their trespasses unto them.” And Calvinists de- 
clare, tliat the elect are nol of the world,—we therefore 
atk them, whether ¢éheir elect have any part or lot in 
this matter ? [ lbed. 
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A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituat. 

The Cuity’s Scripturar Catecnism,by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
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An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
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tory of the Anthor’s Life.x—By SaAimon Dutton, Esc. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
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